32                    A Plea for Liberty.                     [i.
but not less real, and not less certain to work themselves out. If we only knew history as we know astronomy, sociology would be an exact science. If we even knew history as we know, or guess at, meteorology, many problems would be clear which are now obscure.
But although Socialists might not deny all this in terms, they seem habitually to think, and speak, and try to act and induce others to act, as if it were all untrue. They deal with human society as if it were that blank sheet of paper to which Locke incorrectly compared the childish intellect. They write and speak as if they thought that it only needed a conscious effort of the will on the part of any given human community to change all, or nearly all, the conditions in which it has hitherto subsisted. They seem to think that they can defeat nature by a front attack.
What, then, are the complaints of Socialists against the existing constitution of society, and how is it proposed to redress the alleged grievances ?
In endeavouring to answer these questions, I take as iny text-book Dr. Schiiffic's Qiu/tite^senre of tiociaiisnil; the most businesslike account of the Socialist position which has yet appeared. Any one who compares its cairn and judicial statements with the violent, turgid, and heated rhetoric of the Fabian Essays will appreciate the reasons which guided mo in choosing it2. I may go so far as to say that if Dr. Schaffle's style were a little more popular, the substance of his work would render the writing of this paper a superfluous effort. He evidently sympathises with Socialism, and is resolved to make the best ease he can for its proposals. Yet every page displays the difficulties of the scheme to the intelligent reader, even when the author is not dwelling upon those difficulties.
1  Eighth   edition,   translated   by     calm  and  temperate  statements  of Bernard Bosanquet, M.A.   Swan Son-     Socialist projects, such as we lind in iieriMehein   &   Co.   1889.     When.   1     SchaiHe, with tlio wildrhodoniontade quote other authorities I .shall specify     of the Fabian Society, to suy nothing them,  but  most quotations will   be     of the still wilder oratory of Hyde from SchUffle.                                        Park  meetings,  it  is  not so  much
2  Socialism Is very commonly (jailed     More's   Utopiu of which   01,10   is  ro-Utopiun.    But when one comparer     minded, as Swift's Ltqntta.